[An ultrastructural research of pancreatic islets in sodium nitrite poisoned rabbits (author's transl)].
Following a biochemical and histological study, the pathogenic effects of the sodium nitrite were investigated by the electron microscope. The vasodilator effect of the nitrite causes in the islets edema and dilatation of the sinusoids. We suppose that the increased afflux of blood could favour the secretion of granules till the exhaustion of cells. Moreover, the endoplasmic reticulum becomes more and more homogeneous and finally he loses its characteristic structure. We observed, at last, that the number of pancreatic islets in the poisoned animals is lower than in control animals.